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To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, LAWRENCE J. F1Tz-
GERALD, of Cortland Village, in the county of
Cortland and State of New York, have in-
vented certain new and useful Improvements
in Wagon-Bodies; and I do hereby declare that
- the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
seription of the invention, which will enable
others skilled in the art to which it appertains
to make and use the same, reference being had
to the accompanying drawings, and to the let-
ters of referepce marked tbereon, which form
a part of this specification.

My invention is particularly applicable to
the manufacture of side-spring wagons.

In the drawings, Figure 1 is a perspective
view of my improved wagon-body. Fig. 2 is
a detail view of the body with one side piece
removed, showing the connecting-rods and
groove in side piece,

Heretofore the bodies of this class of wag-
ons have been made with bent sills secured
to the lower edge of the sides, to which the
floor is fastened by nails or screws.

The object of my invention is to dispense
with the necessity for sills and nail and screw
fastenings, lessen the cost of manufacture, and
at the same time secure a stronger and more
durable wagon-body.

A represents the bottom or lower panel of
the body, and B B the sides. Each of the
side pieces, B B, is made of one solid piece, cut
to the desired shape, and having an inside
groove or channel near the lower edge, into
which is matched the side edge of the panel

A. The sides B B and bottom A being thus
matched together, all are secured and firmly
held in place by a suitable number of iron
cross rods or fties, ¢ ¢, passing through the
sides of the body at or near the grooves « a,
and usually secured by nuts, thus forming ties
to secure the parts of the wagon -body to-
gether. The spring-bars b b, one upon each
side of the body, are also secured to the sides
B B by two or more of the cross-rods ¢ ¢,
passing also through the spring-bars b, se-
curing the same to the hody.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim, and desire to secure by Letters Pat-
ent, is—

1. As a new manufacture, a wagon - body
composed of two single side pieces construct-
ed with grooves, and of a bottom piece, the
edges of which are fitted in said grooves, the
whole bLeing clamped together by transverse
rods, substantially as shown and described.

2. In a wagon-body, the combination of
side pieces, B B, having grooves a a, with
bottom panel, A, and cross-rods ¢ ¢, some of
which pass through and secure side-spring
bars b b, substantially as and for the purposes
described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I hereunto affix my signature in pres-
ence of two witnesses.

LAWRENCE J. FITZGERALD,

Witnesses:
¥rrz. BoYNTON,
R. H. DUuELL.
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